tually in the United States?

Mr. MULLEN. That particular flow goes to the Treasury Depart-
ment. I understand the Treasury is making extensive use of that
particular law and several operations such as Greenback down in
Florida specifically utilize that law.

The DEA would make use of it when cases are referred from
Customs when they do identify a trafficker through monitoring the
transactions of $10,000 or more.

I mentioned earlier the Asset Removal Committee being chaired
by Mr. Walker at Treasury and that is another facet of that pro-
gram, to track the large money transactions.

So I believe it is being utilized. We are well aware of the law and
what it can do for us.

Mr. MILLER. You feel that DEA is utilizing the law?

Mr. MULLEN. I do.

BUDGET REDUCTION IMPACT

Mr. MILLER. Another article was in one of the local papers and it
was conveying the message that you were out of money and that
many of the DEA agents, investigators, whatever you may call
them, were restricted in travel and that many of the automobiles
were not able to move out of the garage because there was not
money to even buy gasoline or diesel fuel or whatever is required.

Is there anything to that report?

Mr. MULLEN. Some months ago when it appeared as though we
were going to take a significant budget reduction somewhere in the
area of $201 million in 1982 we did have some difficulty with the
purchase of gas and some of the cars were tied up.

However, we were never restricted to travel in connection with
an investigation or for court testimony or anything like that.

In the end we were given the budget of over $231 million for
1982 which is adequate and we have had no difficulty in pursuing
our investigations.

This article may be dated.

Mr. MILLER. It is dated, as a matter of fact. It is November 20,
1981.

Mr. MULLEN. We were having some difficulty at that time.

Mr. MILLER. Perhaps it is stretched a little, too. I read the first of
the article:

The Federal Drug Enforcement Administration has run short of funds to reim-
burse its agents for hotel rooms and meals while out of town. One group of agents in
Detroit has been sleeping on rented cots and cooking on a hot plate while on an out-
of-town fiHtriffnment.

Mr. MULLEN. We may have had that happen. 1 would have to
look into the specific case that they were not doing it because^ of
their location in an undercover investigation or something like
that.

Mr. MILLER. That is different than what the article is implying,
though, that you did not have funds for hotel rooms.

Mr. MULLEN. We did have some difficulty and we restricted the
travel in connection with the training programs or conferences but
we did not restrict the travel with regard to bur investigative activ-
ity.

One other report came in and I will put that to rest right now
and that is that the agents in Miami had to hold a bake sale to
keep the office open. This wasn't true. There were all kinds of sto-re gaining. It
